Worker safety code Bill
gets Cabinet approval

[t seeks to merge 13 labour laws

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Bill that seeks to merge 13
labour laws into one code
on occupational safety,
- health and working condi-
. tions that would apply to all
. establishments with 10 or
more workers was approved
by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday, paving the way
for its introduction in Parlia-
ment. |

The Code on Oé'c-upaﬁon-_

. al Safety, Health and Work-
. ing Conditions Bill, 2019,
which would impact “40
crore unorganised work-
ers”, was approved at a Ca-
. binet meeting chaired by
. Prime Minister Narendra
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Modi, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar said.

The Bill was the second of
four proposed codes that
aim to merge 44 labour
laws, with the Code on Wag-
es Bill, 2019 that was ap-
proved on July 3 being the
first, Labour and Employ-
ment Minister of State (inde-
pendent charge) Santosh
Kumar Gangwar said. He ad-
ded that the Wages Bill,

‘'which covers minimum

wages and other wage is-

. sues, would be introduced
in Parliament in “two or

three days.”
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