Stop social media misuse: SC tells govt
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday sought to goad the Centre to
check misuse of social media plat-
forms for circulating fake news and
rumours, saving it could step in to do
what isrequired if therewasnoaction
by the executive.

Asking whether the Centre plans
to put in place a mechanism to trace
the origin of objectionable messages
on social media platforms like Face-
book, WhatsApp, Twitter, YouTube
and others which have led to mob vio-
lence and law and order problems, a
bench of Justices Deepal Gupta and
Aniruddha Bose said the 1ssue needs
to be examined and if the Centre does
not take any measures, the judiciary
hastostepintopassappropriateorder.

It asked solicitor general Tushar
Mehta to take instructions from the
Centre and inform the court on Sep-
tember 24 about the government's pro-
posal ontheissoe. “Theseaspectsneed
tobeexamined and it requirestobede-
cided. If Union of India is framing
something in near future then wecan
grant it some time but if it is only at
contemplation stage, we will have to
hear thecase,” thebench said.

The court was hearing a plea of

Hearing a plea by Facebook & WhatsApp
seeking transfer of cases, SC asked the
Centre to reply on September 24

Facebook amnd WhatsApp secking
transforof cases to the apex court per-
taining to regulation of social media
profiles which are pending in different
high courts, including Madras HC
which has taken suomotu cognisance
of theissue

senior advocates Mukul Rohaigi
and Kapil Sibal, appearing for Face-
book and WhatsApp, told the bench
that the issues imwolved in the cases

wereof global significance and would

have wider implications and the apex
court should decide the issue. They
said there may be differences of opin-
ion among HCs on the issue and the
better way would be to club all the
together and transfer them to
the apex court.

solicitor general Mehta also said
theCenirehasnoobjection if thecases
dre transferred to the apex court.

Opposing the plea of social media
glants, the Tamil Nadu government
said the multinational companies had
misrepresented the facts before the
pourt by stating that the HC isexamin-
ingtheissueof linkingof social media
profiles of users with Aadhaar num-
ber In an affidavit flled in the court,
the state government said the HC “ef
fectively abandoned™ that prayer
made in a PIL and t00K S0 mota cog-
nisance on how the Information Tech-
nology Actand therules framed under
it should be properly implemented.

“Tt 1s further reiterated that the
question before the HC relates to the
prevention and detection of crimes
and traceability of originatorof infor-
mation (messages) t0 counter fake
newsand mob violence. This isa ques-
tion thatdeserves tobe gone intoby the
HC and decided at the earliest,” theaf-
fdavit said.

IT department
to consult
law ministry
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here has, however, been no offl-

cial position on the matter as

A yet, the officials said. The infor-

mation technology department is ex-

pected to submit its stand on the issue
to the Supreme Court.

But what eventually goes in the
submission in the SC depends on wi-
der consultations the ministry has
with the law ministry, which is also
headed by IT minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad. The views of solicitor general
Tushar Mehta will also be considered.

The ministry has also consulted
UIDAL the nodal department of Aad-
haar, but sources declined tosay what
views it has given to the IT ministry

The Supreme Court on Friday sa-
id the issue of linking social media
proflles with Aadhaar needs to be de-
cided at the earliest, and asked the
Centre to inform whether it is con-

templating any such plan.



IT ministry doesn’t
~ favour linking UID
& social media a/cs
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New Delhi: The information
technology ministrv does not
appear to be in favour of linki-
ng Aadhaarwith social media
accounts as the measure has
the potential to clash with ear-
lier court judgments on priva-
cy and use of the biomeiric
identification card, top offici-
als in theminisiry said.

The officials, requesting
anonymity, said the measure
has tobe carefully thought out
before any decision to allow
any linkage between Aadha-
ar and social media accounts
of citizens.

They added that Aadhaar
is not the instrument to catch
sources of fake news, or those
spreading indecent, provoca-
tive, and anti-national infor-
mation, COMmMments or news.
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If govt can't stop
internet misuse,
we’'ll step in: SC

he Supreme Court said on

Friday that it could step in
tocheck the misuse of social
media platforms for
circulating fake news and
rumours if thereisnoaction
bythe executive, reports
Amit Anand Choudhary.
The SC directed solicitor
general Tushar Mehta to take
orders fromthe Centre and
informitonSeptember 24
aboutthe mechanismthe
government proposesto put
inplace o trace the originof
objectionable messageson
networking sites like
Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter
and YouTube thathave led to
law and order problems and
mobviolence. P12



